Developing public health surveillance for deep vein thrombosis and pulmonary embolism.
Deep vein thrombosis (DVT) and pulmonary embolism (PE), collectively known as venous thromboembolism (VTE), are an important and growing public health issue, associated with considerable morbidity and mortality. Presently, there is no national surveillance for DVT and PE. This article provides a summary of an expert workgroup meeting convened January 12, 2010, by the CDC. The purpose of the meeting was to inform CDC on the development of U.S. population-based public health surveillance activities for DVT/PE. Topics discussed included: (1) stakeholders, needs, gaps, and target populations; (2) requirements of surveillance systems; (3) challenges, limitations, and potential barriers to implementation of surveillance activities; and (4) integration of research and education with surveillance activities.